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the code of the French language. Most of the
original members were officials whose claims to liter-
ary distinction were moderate, and the work with
which the body wa,s intrusted remains incomplete
after two centuries.

Nevertheless, the influence of the Academy on
French literature has been great and has been valu-
able. One cannot question the raison d'etre of an
organisation which has already lasted for two hun-
dred and fifty years. Kings and emperors have
come and gone, the Bourbon monarchy has perished,
the old regime has passed away, Napoleons have
flourished and fallen, but the French Academy has
survived monarchies and empires and republics; its
membership is still the honour most prized by
French writers, its influence on French literature is
unabated, its favourable judgment has lost none of
its value. Few creations of any statesman have
more successfully resisted the changes that the cen-
turies bring.

We have had occasion to notice the opposition of
the courts to all innovations, and curiously enough
the Parliament of Paris made a determined resist-
ance to the organisation of the Academy. It would
seem that the judges might have viewed with in-
difference this body of litterateurs, the most of
whom they probably regarded as scribblers and
second-class poets of small social importance. Their
animosity was perhaps excited by the fact that the
Academicians could insist that actions to which
they were parties should be tried before the mas-
ters of requests, and thus infringed on their judicials, and were to prepare a
